ALASKA BOARD OF GAME
REGULATION PROPOSAL FORM
2017-2018 Meeting Cycle
PO BOX 115526, JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-5526

BOARD OF GAME REGULATIONS
Game Management Unit (GMU)

X] Hunting [ ] Subsistence
[ ] Trapping  Other

X] Resident  [X] Nonresident

Which meeting would you like to submit your proposal to?

[ ] Central & Southwest Region (GMUs [X] Statewide Regulations — 5 AAC Ch. 92
9,10, 11, 13, 14A, 14B, 16 & 17) provisions & 98.005 (see list on page 4).

Please answer all questions to the best of your ability. All answers will be printed in the
proposal book along with the proposer's name (address and phone numbers will not be
published). Use separate forms for each proposal. Address only one issue per proposal.
State the issue clearly and concisely. The board will reject multiple or confusing items.

1. Alaska Administrative Code Number 5
AAC: 92.135 Transfer of Possession Regulation Book Page No:
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2. What is the issue you would like the board to address and why?
Guided Nonresident Transfer of Possession of Game Meat

The guide industry has stated that nearly a quarter million pounds of meat from guided
hunters is “shared” with Alaskan residents each year. Currently, our Wildlife Troopers and
the Department of Fish & Game have no way of knowing where that quarter-million pounds
of meat ends up and what kind of condition it was in when it was received by the end
beneficiary.

Some guides require their clients to sign a contract agreement that prohibits the client from
taking the meat home, and nonresident aliens have strict laws in most countries that
prohibit importation of wild game meat. Guided clients have no active role in the process of
meat “sharing” and once they sign a transfer of possession form, the obligation to take care
of the meat and where that meat ends up is for the guide to take care of. Often multiple
transfers of possession take place after a guided hunter transfers the meat to a guide.

We know how difficult it can be to get a moose or caribou out of the field and to the location
where the meat will be processed. Guides are dealing with multiple moose and caribou
taken by their clients, and there are numerous reports of spoiled meat from guided hunters
being dropped off in villages or to processors. No matter how often or how infrequently that
occurs, we need a better way to track where the meat from guided hunters ends up and if it
was taken care of properly.

A quarter million pounds of meat is a lot of wild game meat. The public, Alaska Wildlife
Troopers, the Department and the Board of Game, should insist that commercial hunting of
our wildlife resources requires clear records on the transfer of game meat by guides.

This is especially important when the Board considers proposals allowing nonresident
hunting of wildlife populations that are not within the Intensive Management harvest or
population objectives, under the guise of a win-win scenario whereby guides will take those
nonresident hunters into areas not typically accessible by local hunters, and all the meat
from those guided hunts will be “shared” with villages.

3. What solution do you recommend? In other words, if the board adopted your solution,
what would the new regulation say? (Please provide draft regulatory language, if possible.)

We would like the Board to consider other options as well, but here is one
solution:

Amend 5AAC 92.135 to include a new subsection:

(d) if the meat from a guided hunter is transferred. a record must be kept by the

aquide of all transfers and turned into the Department of Fish & Game within 30
days of the close of the season.

Submitted By: Resident Hunters of Alaska

Individual or Group

PO Box 60095 Fairbanks, AK 99709

Address City, State ZIP Code
907-371-7436 info@residenthuntersofalaska.org

Home Phone Work Phone Email
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